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Citizens at the heart of the energy transition 
Uncovering Motivations and Barriers for Collective Energy Initiatives
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Uncovering Motivations and Barriers  
for Collective Energy Initiatives

I am in need of  
higher financial 

support.

I would like 
better external 

visibility.

I wish there 
was increased 
transparencyI could use 

help with 
bureaucratic 

barriers.

I need help with 
bureaucratic 

barriers.
I am lacking 

financial 
support.

Improvement potential: 
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I want to live 
climate-friendly, 
be together with 
others and save 

money.

Energy Communities  
and Eco-farms (ECs):   

Collective Targeted Actions (CTAs): Political and Social Movements (PMs): 

Activity Production, storage, distribution or optimization of 
sustainable energy, including sustainable farming practices 
that reduce energy and water needs.

Implementation of solutions for the production, storage, distribution or 
optimization of energy, including energy efficiency solutions, renovation, as 
well as trainings and demonstrations aiming to create awareness on energy 
issues.

Influence policy makers towards certain goals connected  
to energy production, distribution, storage or optimization.

Ownership The ownership of assets is rather equally shared  
between members.

Participants have very limited contribution to the decision making / 
participation is not primarily based on the principles of community,  
decision-making is primarily top-down.

No technical projects are implemented. 

Drivers Community aspects are central to the case, such as clear 
rules for decision making and choosing of leadership, 
clearly defined roles, and democratic participation.  
High pro-environmental motivation.

High pro-environmental motivation. Lower environmental motivation than members of ECS  
and CTAs, stronger focus on self-sufficiency.

I want to Live climate-
friendly, increase 

self-sufficiency and 
save money.

I want to Be together, 
increase self-

sufficiency and  
save money.

Living in a town

Living in a village

Living in a village

Pro-environmental 

Working

Working

Retired
Pro-environmental 

Answers based on 280 questionnaires, 
coming from 14 European countries: 

Responses per country:

<10 10-40 40-70 >70


